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CIS in One Page

CIS has been helping faculty with the thoughtful use of technology in teaching since 2001. The Centre has two full time staff and a series of co-op student web developers. We have evolved from a singular focus on technology to a broader focus on teaching, faculty development, and the wise use of technology in teaching.

Campus-wide we have developed a reputation for innovative and high-quality faculty support programs and being a productive participant in campus governance. We have internationally developed an excellent reputation for our Team-Based Learning initiatives and online peer evaluation systems. 
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The continued growth of WebCT/Vista use in the Faculty has put serious strains on the Centre’s staff (20 courses in 2001, to over 800 in 2009). This strain has compromised our ability to adequately support other initiatives in Applied Science (Team-Based Learning, Clickers, PODCasting, and Grant Writing).
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Core Services
• WebCT Support and Training 

• Team-Based Learning Support
• Course Design and Development

• Faculty Development (workshops)
• TLEF grant writing support

CIS Workshops (examples)
• WebCT Training 
• Team-Based Learning 
• Multiple Choice Question Writing 
• Course Design and Development

• Group Work and Peer Evaluation

• Clickers in the classroom

• PODcasting and Lecture Recording

• Blogs, Wikis and Social Software
Committees 

Jim

• UBC Course Management Advisory Committee (ECMAC)

• UBC Identity Management Committee 
• UBC Clicker Committee 
• UBC eStrategy Richard Spencer Award Selection Committee – 2008 
• Product Advisory Board – Wimba™ WebCasting Software
• Team-Based Learning Collaborative Steering Committee

Sophie

• UBC Course Administration Team 
• UBC eLearning Institute
Publications

Two published papers on Team-Based Learning (Nursing and Mechanical Engineering). Paper pending on Collaborative Laboratory Writing (Chemical and Biologic Engineering)
Book chapter in “New Direction in Teaching and Learning” on “Knowledge is no longer enough: Team-Based Learning in professional education” 

Presentations
• Educause Learning Initiatives

• International Association of Medical Science Educators

• Team-Based Learning Conferences

• Improving University Teaching 

• WebCT User Conferences

• iSoTL and STLHE Conferences

• BCNet Conference

• UBCO Learning Conferences 
• UBC Learning Conferences
• eStrategy Town Halls
• TAG Institutes

Professional Development

Jim

• Facilitator training for PBL teaching

• Facilitator training for ISW workshops

• Educause Educational Leadership camp 
• Facilitator training for Digital Storytelling 
• Train the Trainer for WebCT
• Numerous TAG PD Events
Sophie

• Train the Trainer for WebCT 
• Adobe InDesign Training 
• Numerous TAG PD Events
Past Highlights

• Larry Michaelsen visit in 2004 (TBL) 
• 6th Annual Team-Based Learning Conference June 2007 (hosted by CIS)

• Patricia Galloway Talk in April 2008 (Engineering Education)

• First Annual Applied Science Learning Conference – May 2008

Consultation
• Aga Kahn University - Karachi, Pakistan
• Catholic University – Seoul, Korea 
• University of California – Davis

• St. Rose College, Albany - New York 

Misc. Involvements

• Applied Science Laptop Initiative (2007)

• APSC Course Evaluation Project (2008) 

• Instructional Skills Workshop facilitator for UBC Teaching and Academic Growth 

• Peer Reviewer: PeerReview.ca
The Road Ahead
• Completion of transition to WebCT Vista
• 2nd Applied Science Learning Conference: Teaching in Large Classrooms – May 15, 2009

• Workshops at Teaching and Academic Growth Spring Institute – May 2009

• Delegation from King Faud University of Petroleum and Mining from Saudi Arabia – June 2009
• Presentation at Improving University Teaching Conference at SFU in July 2009
• Creating an Assessment Toolbox for UBC faculty (TLEF grant)

• Creating a software tool to support student problem-solving (TLEF grant)

• Department of Civil Engineering Curriculum Re-development project
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Jim Sibley
Centre Director 
Focus on Faculty Development and Training

B.Sc. Earth Science, 27 years in faculty support at UBC (formerly with UBC Faculty of Medicine and Forestry).

Strengths: Curriculum and Course Design, Teaching Techniques, Classroom Technology.

Training: WebCT Trainer, facilitator training for Instructional Skills Workshops, facilitator training for Problem-Based Learning, facilitator training for digital storytelling, and training at the Educause Educational Leadership Camp.

Current Memberships: Team-Based Learning Collaborative, Society for Teaching and Learning in Higher Education, Digital Storytelling Association, Instructional Skills Network, UBC Course Design Community of Practice, UBC Problem-Based Learning Community of Practice.

Ongoing Professional Development: Workshops with Teaching and Academic Growth at UBC, activities with the Association for Professional Organizational Development, and the Team-Based Learning community.

External Consultations:

Aga Kahn University, Karachi, Pakistan

Catholic University, Seoul, Korea

University of California, Davis
St. Rose College, Albany New York

Jim Sibley wins the 
University of British Columbia 
Spencer Award 2009 for Innovation in Information Technology
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Sophie Spiridonoff 
Educational Technology Consultant 
 
Focus on supporting Teaching Technology

M.A. Communication Design Fine Arts, 10 years in Technology Support Units at UBC (formerly with UBC Faculty of Dentistry)
Strengths: faculty training and mentorship on the use of UBC’s Course Management System to support graduate and undergraduate teaching.

Training: WebCT Trainer; Adobe InDesign Training, Multimedia Certificate
Ongoing Professional Development: Workshops with Teaching and Academic Growth, UBC and activities with the UBC Course Management System Administrators. 

Current Memberships: American Society of Engineering Education.
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Faculty Comments
“Your superb quality support has enriched the students’ Engineering Economics experience tremendously. I very much appreciate this support as well as your ideas, and encouragement.”

Susan Nesbit
Civil Engineering

“Thank you very much for the tremendous effort and support you gave to the development and successful implementation of Civil 445…….The strong teaming skills, knowledge and leadership in teaching pedagogy, and experience across the faculty, you were able to bring to our instructor team was highly valued and greatly appreciated……your work was remarkable in its quantity and superb in its quality.”
Jim Atwater

John Howie

Barbara Lence

Susan Nesbit

Civil Engineering



“Thank you Jim and Sophie for all your support given to us over the years to improve the Chemical Engineering laboratory courses. Without the help from Jim's Centre, I do not think that we would have ever delivered PBL and TBL lab courses.” 

Dhanesh Kannangara

Chemical Engineering

“I would like to express my VERY strong appreciation for the work that Jim and Sophie have carried out developing and supporting the iPeer program to date and hope that we can continue the good work.”
Peter Lawrence

Electrical Engineering

“I cannot imagine trying to teach a project or team-based course without iPeer.  I've relied on it so much, as I'm sure most of you do.”

Pete Ostafichuk

Mechanical Engineering
“You and your team are invaluable resources and we appreciate the time and effort required to be part of the event.”

Gerald Calderon

Event Coordinator

E-Strategy Open House
“Your willingness to develop, conduct and support workshop through the WebCT institute was invaluable….Thanks you again for your service the UBC learning Community.”

Neil Guppy

Former AVP Academic

Michelle Lamberson

Office of Learning Technology

“Your commitment to improve learning and generosity to the academic community never ceases to amaze me.  As they say in Oz, ‘good onya’.”
Mark Freeman

Associate Dean

Faculty of Economics 

University of Sydney
WebCT Courses




















